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The Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program pro-

vides teaching and research grants to distin-
guished U.S. faculty and experienced profes-
sionals. Dr. Cofer has no doubt played a 
major role in spreading American ideas and 
contributions in Brazil. 

The Missouri State University community 
and Ozarks community at-large should be 
proud to have a scholar like Dr. James Cofer 
representing them abroad. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Dr. Cofer 
for his dedication to such significant research 
and for receiving this esteemed award. 
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HONORING MARIA HARRISON 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring Maria Harrison, an outstanding 
public servant who retired after over 41 years 
of dedicated service to the federal govern-
ment. 

On Monday, June 18, 1973, Maria Harrison 
began her career in government with the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA). She was 
one of many who benefited from Mayor Mar-
ion Barry’s jobs program he so famously cre-
ated. On January 3, 2015 Maria retired from 
the United States Department of Transpor-
tation (USDOT) after 41 years and 6 months 
of service to our country as a federal em-
ployee. Except for 10 months at the Small 
Business Administration, her career was spent 
in the transportation field. Her exact sequence 
of service follows: 

Department of Transportation/FAA 06/18/ 
1973–07/30/1977. 

Small Business Administration 07/31/1977– 
05/20/1978. 

Department of Transportation/Office of the 
Secretary (OST) 05/21/1978–04/03/1982. 

Department of Transportation/MARAD (Mari-
time) 04/04/1982–12/24/1983. 

Department of Transportation/FAA 12/25/ 
1983–06/04/1988. 

Department of Transportation/Federal Rail-
road Administration 6/05/1988–11/03/2001. 

Department of Transportation/OST 11/04/ 
2001–Present. 

Maria retired from the Office of Govern-
mental Affairs at USDOT where she has been 
of assistance to my office and constituents nu-
merous times. I can say with certainty that 
every office in the U.S. Senate and countless 
offices in the U.S. House of Representatives 
have benefited directly from her good work. As 
much as her colleagues at USDOT will miss 
her, she has earned the right to spend more 
time with her friends and family, especially her 
granddaughter whose pictures adorn the desk 
of her office. Maria has also earned the deep-
est gratitude from those of us in the U.S. Con-
gress. Above all else she has earned the 
thanks of the country she has so unselfishly 
served for over 41 years. Thank you, Ms. Har-
rison. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 
honoring Maria Harrison for her more than 
four decades of service to the federal govern-
ment in the transportation field. 

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, since its enact-
ment on July 26, 1990, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) has helped remove bar-
riers to education, employment, and tech-
nology for people with disabilities. 

For a quarter-century, this landmark legisla-
tion has enabled people with disabilities to 
have the same civil rights and public use en-
joyed by other citizens in all areas of public 
life. 

The signing of the ADA was a pivotal mo-
ment in history, not just for people with disabil-
ities, but for all Americans. 

The ADA protects individuals with disabil-
ities from discrimination and allows them to 
participate fully in the workforce and in their 
communities. 

Today, there are over 55 million people liv-
ing with a disability in the United States. 

In my home state of Ohio, the Ohio County 
Boards of Developmental Disabilities serves 
more than 90,000 children and adults in all 88 
Ohio counties and many more receive serv-
ices from nonprofit partners and organizations. 

In the third congressional district of Ohio, 
we have outstanding centers, such as the 
Helping Hands Center for Special Needs, 
which strives to meet the educational and 
therapeutic needs of children with autism and 
other developmental disabilities. 

As it did twenty-five years ago in 1990, the 
ADA continues to help individuals with disabil-
ities achieve their goals, realize their dreams, 
and give back to their communities. 

Today, I celebrate the strides we have 
made since the ADA’s enactment and honor 
its goals of equality of opportunity, full partici-
pation, and high quality of life for Americans 
with disabilities. 
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TRIBUTE TO JILL SWANSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jill Swanson, from Adair Coun-
ty Health System in Greenfield, Iowa. Ms. 
Swanson was awarded the 2015 DAISY 
Award Friday, June 12, 2015. 

Jill Swanson was recognized for her accom-
plishments during the Fourth Annual DAISY 
Award Ceremony at Mercy Medical Center in 
Des Moines, Iowa. The award is given to a 
nurse from each of their network’s facilities to 
recognize their excellent work. 

Jill is frequently requested by patients and 
families when they visit because of her atten-
tiveness and willingness to go above and be-
yond what is expected for each of her pa-
tients. Throughout her 27 years of service, she 
has always been a team player who puts oth-
ers before herself. Her genuine care for pa-
tients and hard work ethic make Adair County 
Health Systems proud to have her as a mem-
ber of their team. 

I applaud and congratulate Jill for receiving 
this award and for providing excellent patient 
care in Iowa’s 3rd Congressional district. I am 
proud to represent her in the United States 
Congress. I know that my colleagues join me 
in congratulating her and wish her nothing but 
continued success. 
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HONORING JERUSALEM OUTREACH 
CHILD & ADULT LEARNING CEN-
TER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the Jerusalem Out-
reach Child & Adult Learning Center in 
Charleston, MS. It is locally referred to as 
JOCI (Jerusalem Outreach Center Incor-
porated). 

JOCI was established as a nonprofit organi-
zation in the year 2000. JOCI was one of the 
partners in a countywide effort to provide serv-
ice to citizens living in hard to reach and un-
derserved communities in Tallahatchie County 
like Paynes and Glendora. JOCI’s goal is to 
meet the educational and health and social 
welfare needs of both children and adults re-
gardless of race. Their partner Glendora Eco-
nomic and Community Development Corpora-
tion (GECDCo) focuses on the development 
needs of the communities like housing, recre-
ation, jobs, and more. 

In order to achieve the above goals JOCI 
hosts health fairs and provides a long list of 
services. The services include, but are not lim-
ited to: personal counseling, referrals to out-
side resources, depending on the issue; social 
therapy for special needs clients; child care; 
after school care and services; educational 
classes; tutoring; and more. Since 2000, 
JOCI’s record of achievement has attracted 
new partners to their effort: Mississippi State 
University Early Childhood Institute, Quality 
Stars, the Department of Human Services, 
and the Tallahatchie Early Learning Alliance 
(TELA). 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Jerusalem Outreach Child & 
Adult Learning Center in Charleston, MS for 
their work in those hard to reach communities 
in Tallahatchie County, MS. 
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STOP WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING IN 
ITS TRACKS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 23, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, The Wild-
life Conservation Society is doing great work 
to save wildlife and wild places. 

The public knows more about wildlife today 
than they have at any other point in history. 

New technology like Go-Pro cameras can 
be put on top of birds to track their migration 
patterns and see how they deal with their 
young in the nest. 

Scientists can dive deeper into the oceans 
than ever before and are discovering new spe-
cies that have not been identified. 
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